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The fluorescent green HySecurity SlideDriver and the HySecurity 
StrongArm M30 vehicle barrier arm protect the perimeter of a 
northeast international airport. The crash-tested barrier arm prevents 
unauthorized vehicles from penetrating the Area of Aviation (AoA).









Vertical lift gates, such as this Tilt-Away gate made by A FA-member Ideal Mfg., Inc., 
are gaining acceptance because they are considered more difficult for an intruder to open 
manually than a sliding gate. 

With hydraulic gates, there's a long rail. You 

can't just cut it, you have to take the entire rail 

off. Now, they want something more secure, 

where you can't slide anything. You have to 

pick it up, and the ways to open it are better 

protected. They are more secure." He notes 

that these vertical lift gates can be 1,500 lbs., 

maki11g them very difficult to lift manually. 

Dagata has been in the industry for more 

than half a century. His company is both a 

distributor and an installer, and in the latter 

capacity, they are 'on call' with the TSA 24/7. 

The fourth D, Delay, is the slowing-down 

effect that can be reaped even if a denial 

device fails to prevent a breach. For example, 

if a vehicle is stopped but the intruders get 

out and proceed on foot, they have been 

significantly slowed down. 

Delay provides time for the fifth D, 

Defend. This is usually a human response, 

armed guards rushing to the scene of the 

breach. If the first three Ds are well-designed 

and constructed, the fifth D should rarely 

come into play. 

Woltjer believes the security of airport 

perimeters is improving, but it requires more 

complicated systems. "Often 10 or 15 differ

ent manufacturers are involved. The devices 

all have to operate properly, doing specific 

things without fail:' He suggests enlisting a 

perimeter security integrator, an expert who 

pulls together all the different systems during 

design, initial deployment, or during upgrade. 

Considering the rise of terrorist incidents 

around the world, Woltjer suggests that air

port security is among the most important 

issues for our society. "Our 'island' seems 

kind of protected by comparison with 

Europe. If someone were to take out the 

Washington Monument, from a psychologi

cal perspective, it would do huge damage to 

the American sense of security. Other than 

a nuclear power plant or a head of govern

ment, it's hard to imagine a site that has more 

importance or dangers to ourselves, to our 

psyche, than an airport." • 
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